
• Joseph Barbato <jbarbato@jbarbato.com> 

• Nov 5 at 12:14 PM 

To john Haigis 

Message body 

Hello John: 

Briefly in response to your email this morning: 

1. My one and only site visit was to view portions of the building in preparation of an engineering proposal 
to temporarily protect the building.  We were one of many. 

2. There are many scaffolding companies on the market that could potentially address this. 
3. You are correct it is a remarkable building that has been compromised.  It is a dangerous facility to 

roam around in. 
4. I think the kitchen wing roof, given it size, could be simply addressed separately and safely.  I did not 

enter that area of the mansion – I did not feel safe. 
5. No analysis has been completed on the entire complex from my office.  Not aware of any other offices 

that have. 
  

On a separate tack to try and keep the storm water out of the main mansion building I have reached out to US Shrink 

Wrap, Inc. https://usshrinkwrapinc.com/  to see what the possibility would be to utilize their services and estimated costs.  

They have a local office in Plymouth Meeting but are currently out of town on a project – don’t expect to hear back from 

them for a week or so.  I think this might be a viable option to temporarily enclose the roof.  We’ll see. 

Hope this helps. 

Regards, 

  

JOSEPH L. BARBATO, P.E. S.E.C.B. 

President 

  

From: john Haigis <johnghd@yahoo.com>  

Sent: Monday, November 5, 2018 9:13 AM 

To: Joseph Barbato <jbarbato@jbarbato.com> 

Cc: Jacob Bierling <bierlingj@co.delaware.pa.us> 

Subject: Woodburne Estate Manson 

  

Mr Barbato: Is there a time we may discuss the report sent in your e-mail to me this past October? 

Specifically I would like to learn details about your site visit, discuss types of available scaffolding 

systems, and learn more about where shoring would be required.  As I am sure you saw, it is a 

remarkable, though horribly compromised, building and it would be a shame to allow it to deteriorate 

to a point where demolition, estimated to cost between one and one and a half million dollars, 

becomes the only option. You stated that the kitchen wing is accessible and I am also asking if any 

engineering analysis has been done on that portion of the building?   

  

Thank you for your interest and anticipated help. 

  

John W. Haigis 

Darby Borough Historical Commission 

Friend of Woodburne 

c/o 1006 Main Street 

Darby, PA 19023 

(610) 809-4856  

www.DarbyHistory.com/Woodburne 



  

 First e-mail from  October 5, 2018 –  

Mr. Haigis: My name is Joe Barbato and I am a consulting structural engineer. I left you a voicemail 

and I would like to follow-up with an email as well. Mr. Beirling from the DELCO Department of Public 

Works asked that I reach out to you in hopes that I could assist you with roofing issues at the 

Woodbourne Estate mansion. A year or two ago we participated in providing a proposal to the DELCO 

Office of Housing and Community Development for engineering services as part of a team including 

an architect and consulting mechanical engineer. As part of our proposal preparation we made a site 

visit to the mansion to obtain a better understanding of the condition of the building structure. 

Unfortunately, we found the structural condition of the building to be extremely poor and unsafe for 

access to workers without providing and installing significant shoring systems. In addition, we found 

the roof structure to be in grave condition and not suitable for placing workers of any kind on the 

roof. Our opinion is that any roofing surface planned to be placed on the roof would first have to 

address the roof structure. To that end, workers would need to be secured with fall protection systems 

from above the mansion roof requiring some sort of scaffolding system that would be self-supporting 

and independent of the building. Our thoughts are that just the main mansion building would require 

such a scaffolding system – the remaining lower accessory buildings of the estate we believe are 

accessible although we are not as familiar with those sections of the estate. A scaffolding system, as 

described above, exists and are available and it would require some investigation into the logistics of 

engineering and installing along with establishing associated costs. I do not recommend allowing any 

workers and materials placed on the existing mansion roof without fall protection secured above as it 

is simply too dangerous. So our thought process is to “bridge” over the main mansion roof with a 

scaffolding system to complete any and all structural restoration of the roof structure and roofing 

work. Those are some of our thoughts based on our site observations. I would be glad to discuss 

further ideas or thoughts you may have. I will be in meetings most of the day today but perhaps we 

can discuss early next week. Have a great weekend! Regards, JOSEPH L. BARBATO, P.E. S.E.C.B. 

President 6 Dickinson Drive, #103 Chadds Ford, PA 19317 O: 610.558.6050 M: 

610.368.5814 www.jbarbato.com 

 


